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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 1ST BATTALION, 109TH INFANTRY .
(28TH INFANTRY DIVISICN) IN THE BATTLE OF TEE BULGE
: IN THE VICINITY CF DIEKIRCH, LUXEMBOURG,
lo~-22 DECEMBER 1944
( ARDENNES-ALSACE CAMPAIGN) '
(Personal Exyerlence of a Battallun Executive Officer)

CRIENTATION
INTRODUCTICON

 This moaograph covers the operations of the lst Bat-
tallon 109th Infantry, 28th US Infantry Diviaion in the Battle
of the Bulge, in the vieinity of DIEKIRCH, LUXEMBOUKG, 16-23
December 1944. |
~ In order'to'orient_the.reader,-it_will be necegsary to
~ diseuss briefiy the principal eveﬁts which led up to this
action. | o o
From mid-August until mid;Sejtember Allied Divisions
raced toward the German bordef; the British following the
coastline towarad HOLLAND? First Army heading for BELGIUM and
LUXEMBOURG; Thlrd Army advancing to the sauth and west with
almoat mlraculoua rapldity, beating the Germanﬂ to many of the
SEINE RIVER cr0331ngs. (1) By the middle of September the
Allied Armies.had reached the German Wéatern‘neienaes and were
extended generally from the moﬁth of the RHINE RIVER.aouth to
SWITZERLAND. Here they weré_iafced-to.pause pending adequate
logistical support. (2’ | | _ |
After the reduction of BREST the new American Hinth |
Army was brought into the line, to the quiet Ardennes sector,
betﬁeen the First and Third Armies. They were later shifted
north of First Army on Cctober 22, two days after the capture
of'thg first major German city, AACHEN. {3}  (See Map A)

(17 A-1, p. b4
(2) A-1, pp.. 56-40
{2} A-1, p. 66



Again in November the Allied Porces began the advance
along the front. Third Army, sfter capturing METZ, drove
east, generally closed slong the SAAR RIVER, and established
tﬁree bridgeheads on the other side. On the north the ﬁritish
cleared the area weét'of the MEUSE BIVEE. Tha_main effort
of the First and Ninth Armies was halted as it attempﬁed fo
bresk into the open to the REINE RIVER. (4) (See Map &)

THE GENERAL 3ITUATIOHN | |

The Pirst Army fought east of AACHEN through the HURTGEN
FOREST to take or destroy the ROUER RIVER bAMS. The fighting in
this area was particularly bloody and costly'ta.the Allied ‘
Forces. (5} | |

| The Pirst Army-sectoristretched from the area north
of AACHEN aouth throﬁgh LUXE@BOUEG, a distance of nearly one
hundred and fifty miles; (6) While the larger part of Lieu-
tenant General Courtney E; Bodgés' Firat Army was atiracted
toward the heavy fighting in the AACHEN area, the ABDENNES_
"~ sgector of eighty-eight miles was loosely held by three di-.
visions of Major Genéral Troy. H. Middleton's VIII Gbrps.' Shifts
were freguent in thié‘sector. (7) '

In the middle of November the 28th Division took over -
the center sector of the VIII Corps urea. This division was
"worn out" after completing terrific'fighting in the HURTGEN
FCREST., It was expected it could.get the necessary reha«
bilitation in this zone. (8) On 6 December, the 4th Division
moved into the area for the second time, replacing the 83rd

Division at the southern end of the zone. (9) . -

4] &1, 5.8 7T i-2, 5. 1
(5) 4-1, pp. 68-69 (8) A-4, p. 2
(6) (9} 4-1, pp. 75-76

A-1, pp. 72-75



On December 10, the 106th Division occupied the north
sector., This division had just arrived on the continent of
-Europe and had not yet received its battle indoctrination.. i
(10) To complete the corps picture Combat Command A of the *
9th Armored Division occupied 2 small area between the'abﬁth
flank of'the'ESth and the north b;undary_oijthe éfh Bivisian;
{11) (See Map A) The corpé migssion was to.@efend in place.
(12) |

The enemy had been quiet ail.along the corps front for
a two month period. ?requent'reports of pénzer anits in rear

/
of the German pogsitions were never confirmed by prisoners.

————

{13)
THE 26TH DIVISICN SITUATION

The 28th Division, the Pennsylvania Divisaion, 1anded oﬁ
the continent of Europe on 2 July 1944;‘ After participating
in the fieree hedgerow fighting iﬁ Formandy during July and
August, they marched throﬁgh Paris on August 29 to complete
the liberation of the Freanch capitol. As part of the First
Army they continued the race @crogs FRANCE and LUXEMBOURG to
the German border that terminatéd when they endeavored to pene-
trate the pillbox defenses of the SIEGFﬁIED LINE.

In early N0¢ember, the division, by this time referred
to as the "Bloody Bucket” by the Germans, =s an acknowledge-
ment of the fury with which they fought, was commifted in the
HURTGEN FOREST. {14) The battle casuélties'of the 28th, while
in fhis area, numbered 248#0fficers.and 5,452 enlisted men, 4nd

indicates to some extent the fierce fighti:p in which the

T T | S0 ST —

210; I
11) A-1, p. 108 {14) 4A-6, . 124
(12) A-1 = ) _ PP
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units took part. ({15) The division slogan "Roll On" was
Jjokingly referred to as "Roll Over and Make Room for Re-
placements”, (16)

Contrasted to the "Hell of Hurtgen" the'Ardenneé Sector
was almost a rest area. During the latter part of November
and early part of December replacements were recéived, assigned
to units and indoctrinated. They soon acquired the esprit de
corps of the battle veterans and moral was excellent. The
division rest center at_§§§§y§§X offered many opportunities
for relaxation, and leaves of absence were granted authorized
personnel to visit PARI3, MEDITERRANEAN Coastal Resorts and,
in a few instances, BNGLAWD. (17)

At the same time the supply status of the division
vias returned to normal as personiel were réequipped and
given every opportunity for refresher trainisg. (18)

$eoause the divisiocn Zoue was twenty deven miled in
width it was organized with three regiments on line. The
majority of the positions along the maln line of reaistauce
overlooked the (UL KIVEx, with the 112th Infantry ian the
north, the 110th Infantry in the center and the 109th in-
fantry in the south. (See Map B) (19) The zone was so
ﬁide that the defensive pogitions consisted of hothing more
than a series of widely separsted strong points, each with
barbed wire, minefields, an automatic weapon or two and
covered shelters. Contact between the strongpointe was
maintained by patrol action. (20)

DISPCSITICHNS CF THE 109TH INFANTHY

In the middle of December the 109th Infantry, with the

115) &-5, Chap. IiI (18) &-7, p. 1
{16) A-9, p. 6; personal knowledge ({19) A-1, p. 108
(17) A-6, pp. £8-23; persona (20) 4-4, p. 3;

knowledge - _ personal knowledge



migsion of occupying and defending positions on the west

bank of the CUR RIVER in its zone, was d18posed‘genaraliy

ag follows: Znd Battalion occupied pogitiona in the vicinity
of BASTENDORF, 3rd Battalion in the vicinity of BETIEENDCAF
and 1st Battalion was located in DIEKIRCH in mobile reserve.
{21) (See Wap C)

The positions of the front line hattaliéna were re-
latively quiet. An occasional artillery shell hardly dis-
turbed the prevailing peace. The line of pillboxes across
the CUR RIVER seemed almost lifeless. Patrols of both
forces probed irreguiarly across the river. (22)

The 107th and 108th FA Battalions from positions in
the regimental zone were in'direét gsupport. (25)‘

Company C, 707th ¥Medium Tank Battalion and Company
A, 620th Tank Destroyer Battalion were attached to the
regiment and occupied positions in the regimental area,
Company A, 103rd Combat Engirneer Battalion was also at-
faehed to the regiment and one platoon of this ¢company
was attached to 1lst Battalion. (24)

' The kitchens were released to battalion coatrol.

The Regimentsl Command Post was located in ETTELBEUCK
together with the regimental service elements. ‘(25)

The weather during the forepart of December was par-
ticularly cold and raw as well as penetrating.r_Dccasionally
snow flurries would cover the ground in écatte:ed spots,
generally melting before dsrkuess., The ground was partially

frozen, making digging difficult. {26)

tel) A-7, pp. &-3° (24) 4-7, pp. 1-3;
(22) a-B, p. 28; personal knowledge
personal Enowledge (25) Personal knowledge

(£3) A-7, p.

35 (26) Personal knowledge
personal Knouwledge L



The aréa organized by the 109th Infantry was bétween
nine énd ten miles wide extending albng'the high grbund over-
looking the CUR BIVEE, the boundary between LUXEMBOURG and
GERNANY, The bqnndafiea genefally extended from.the junétion
' 0f the LANDSCHEID-WALSDORF Roads in the north, exclusive, and
the SURE RIVER, flowing from west to east, in the south, in~
clusivé."lSee-Map C} The zone was cut up éonsiderably by
- numerouy rivers and streams. The CUn RIVEB was paralleled by
the SURB and BLEES RIVERS flowing exceptionally winding courses
from northwest to southeast. Deep gorges and high'ridges were
‘interapersed'throughout_the countryside which was crisscrossed
by a complex network of secéndary.roads that generally followed
the valleys. Ohserﬁatibn was excellent and the terrain, if
organized by an adequate gumber of troopa, favored defgnse.
(27) .

THE RESERVE BATTALICN

After occupying thé positions of the right front line
battalion for a short period, ;hé lst Battalion was moved |
to DIEKIRCH to perform the missions of a régimental reéerve
held mobile. The companiea were spread throughout the town,
the personnel were billeted quite comfortably in the larger
buildingé and; ag the kitchens were.released 1o compaﬁy ¢con-
trol, three hot meals a day were served rggularly. {(z28) |

The battalidﬁ‘strength at this time nuﬁbered approxi- -
mately seventy per cent df the table Qf organigation strengtﬁ,
and about thirty-five ber cent of this group were replace-
ments assigned since the HURTGEN FGREST action. fTraining was
inteﬁsified with particulér.emphasis.onﬂthe teamwork and coun-

trol of small units. (29} )

. {27) Personal knowledge (28) Personal knowleage
(28) Personal knowledgs



‘Because of the training policy and the common attitude
that the battalion was occupying a rest area, particular em-
phasis was placed on rehabilitation, reorganization and plans
were not prepared for probable employment in the event of a
penetration or breakthrough. (30)

The trend of conversation and thought turned toward
passes, leaves of absence, occasional parties, mail and a
white Ohristmas. (2Z1)

THE INITIAL SITUATION

At 0545 ou the morniﬁg of December 16th, heavy concen-
trations of enemy artillery fire awakened the personnelwaf
~lst Battalion in and around DIEKIRCH. Drivers gcrambled
out of bed and moved vehicles to concealed positions, Phones
started to ring in the battalion command po3t as subordinate
unit commanders regquested information regarding the situation.
It was learned from the regimental 35-3 that other elemeants of
the regiment reported concentrations of ecemy srtillery Iire
falling in their areas. 4midst the confusion a hot breakfast
was served, the last hot meal the battalion had for several
da'ys . (32) |
About 0700 the battalion was informed that regiment
had issued orders to the Zné and 3rd Battalions to be on
the alert and to take every precaution to prevent the enemy
from erossing the CUR RIVER. At the same time the Battalion
Gommaﬁder, Lt. Col. Harmon R. Williams, received orders to
have the battalion ready tb move in any direction on order.

These instructions were relayed to all subordinate units.

(32)
(30) Perscnel knowl cdge (2£) Perscial knowledge
(31) Personal kaovledge (32) A-7, p. &;

personal knowledge



At 0820 information was received from regiment that-

forward battazlions reportéd strong enemy patfdls had crossed

the CUR RIVER and were operating north of POUHREN and east
of BETTENDCRE. Artillery and small arms fire was brought
to bear on the énemy :egulting'in heavy casualties. {24)

Latérfin the morning Company E, ocpnpying;the high
ground south df.FOUHBEN, reported sfrong énemy'iﬁfiltrationa
around their right flank in the vicinity of LONGSDCRF. At
the same time Companﬁ.? reported enemy units atteﬁptiﬁg to
ﬁenetrate their position. Company G, the reserve company
of 2nd Battalion, was ordered to move from its preéeht po-
aition in BRANDENBURG to the right flank of Company F to
- reinforce fhat gector.. ThiS'was accomplished without de-
lay. 411 front:line units reported that_enémy shelling was
fecéived in their areas_énd that large concentrations oi. o
‘enemy troops were aftempting to infiltraté through or take
their pcsifions. The ground they occupied was held by well
directed small.arms énd.aumeatic_weapona fire,'éouple& with
heavy concentrations fired by the artillery battalions in
&ireat.suppbrt.' (35)

At 1445 the commaading officer of 2d Battalion re-
ported he had 1ést contact with Compeny E. The last re--
port from that ccmpany indicated they were receiving heavy
ﬁortar concentrations on_their positions and a.strong enemy
force éstimated as one battalion wag attacking in.that i~
rection. (36) He oidered:his S-3 to vigit that unit, take
an SCR Radio with him, find out what the exact siiuation
Waé'and what could be done about it. The battalion S-3 dis- .

appeared and was later reported misSiﬁg in action. .(37)

r—

T34) Personal knowledge (36T &7, p. %
(25) A-7, pp. 3-4 : {37} Personal knowlsdge

10 .



At this time confused reports begaﬁ to come into the lat
Battalion Command Post from all directioams, Some of these
were (1) the positions of the 110th Infantry, the regiment on
our left, had been overrun; (2) Parts of that unit were an-
nihilated or cut off} {(3) The division cbmman& poat at WILTZ
was surrounded; (4) Enemy parachutists had landed at various
gites in the division zone; and other rumors too numerous to
mention. (328)

NASRATION
IHE BATTALICH INITIAL ACTION (39)

During the afternocon the battalion commander received
orders to send one company, reinforced, north to LONGSDORF
to regain and maintain contact with Company K.

Company A was selected for this mission and the company
commander ﬁas ordered to report to the battalion command post.
without delay to receive instructions. The battalion order
was simple and included only the current situation, the mission
and the attachments. One platoon, Company C, 707th Medium Tank
Battalion, one platoon, %0 caliber Machine Guns, and one section,
81 mm Mortars, Company D, were attached to Camfany A at this
time. A battalion wire team was also designated to accompany
the unit and maintain wire communication.

Company A moved east from DIEKIRCH without delay in an
extended formation, necessitated because of the volume of ar-
tillery fire, and turned north on the road leading to LONGSDURE.
Just south of that town they made contéct with a strong enemy‘
force estimated as an infantry battalion with at least three
tiger tanks. (See Map D) The company immediately deployed two

platoons and moved supporting weapons into position; In B8O

(28] Personal knowledge
{(39) Personal knowledge
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doing they suffered heavy casualties. Supporting fires were
reqﬁested but the company was not able fo advance. Fierce
fighting occupied both forces for the remainder of the after-
noon and A Company claimed more than its shars of killed and
wounded.

Having visited A Company sector shortly after darkness,
the heavy weapons company commander reported that the position
of that company wss hopeless. He algsos related that the terrain
in that area was not favorable for the proper employment of the
platoon of heavy machine guns attached to that company and the
positions they occupied were unsatisfactory. He desired to
withdraw his guns under cover of dasrkness while it was pogsible
to do so. He was promptly informed of the necessity of holding
that ﬁosition at sll éosts and that those machine gun3 were
attached to Gbmpany Al

Shortly thereafter the A Company Commander returaed to
the battalion command post gquite disturbed over the seriouaness
of the situation that faced his unit at that time. His casualty
rate had been mounting continually'since garly in the afternoon
and several of his key personnel, including two officers and the
leaderlof the attached 20 caliber machine gun platoon, were
either killed, wounded or missing. Their position had been
consolidated but they couid not advance against this superior
German force. He recommended his unit break contact under cover
of darkness but this recommendation was not accepted. Before he
returned to his company he gave his personal effects, togethér
with a note addressed to his mother to one of the battalion
staff officers, and made a comment that he would never see us
again. As it happened, he was killed by enemy mortar fire the

following morning.




About 1630 the regimental commander directed the 1st
‘Battalion Commander to send one company, reinforced, to sieze
gnd hold BRANDENBURG at all costa. € Company, reinforced, was
selected for this mission. The following units were attached:
(1) Platoon caliber 20 Machine Guns, Company D, (2£) Section
81 mm Mortars, Company D, (8) Platooun, Company 4, 103rd Engi-
neer Battalion, (4) Battalion Antitank Platoon, {(5) Platoon,
Company €, 707th Medium Tawk Battalion cousistiag of two tauxs,
{6) Wire team und SCa 200 Radio and operator, Battalibn com-
muniestions Flatooi, and (7) Twe men, Battalion Intelligeace
Section., Cue Field Artillery forward observer also accompanied
the group. The Battalion Executive Officer was-placed in
command of this reinforced company.

Thig unit moved out without heaitation, proceeded north
via BASTEJDCRF, then northwest to BRANDENBURG without making
contact with enemy forces. After a hasty map reconnaissaace
the troops were disposed generally as follows: The Engineer
Platoon, with one antitank gun attached, wasa ordered to pass
through the town, proceed approximately two miles to the south,
establish a road block and delay enemy forces appreoaching from
that direction. C Company with a platoon of machine guns
attached, was directed to occupy the high ground west of the
town and establish road blocks on roads leading to the south-
west, northwest and north. (See Map D} The mortars océupied
positions south of the town and the command post was locateﬁ
in BRANDENBURGVitself. Wiré cormmunication was established to
the 2nd Battalion Comménd Poat, The troops were in position
before 22830 and battalion informed that the town was secured

without difficulty.
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This group was no more than in position when the quiet
was interrupted by small arms and automatic weapons fire from
the left or southwestern approach to the town. Immediate in-
vestigation disclosed that a German patrol mounted on bicycles
had approached the road block. € Company had opened fire pie-
maturely and the patrol was able fo withdraw easily under cpverk
¢f darkness.

An almost ldentical situation had occurred at the road
block covering the northern approach to the town. However the
squad covering this approach withheld fire and remained quiet
until the leading elements of the patrol had halted at the
road block. Two members of the patrol were killed with bayo-
nets and two others were captured. The prisoners were searched
and identified as members of 352ud VG Division. Intefrogation
was hampered hecause a compefeﬁt interpreter was not available.

Agide from numerous alerts and intermittent artillery
fire which caused several casualties, Company B enjoyed a
comparatively QHiet day in DIEXIRCH.

THE SECCND DAY

Concentrations of enemy artillery, lasting for one hour,
landed on positions in the regimental zone commencing at 0030
on the morning of 17 December. (40)

" Third Battalion reported enemy attacks threatening their
positiona. About 1000, one Platoon, Company K, wags attached
to Company I and given the mission of restoring the right
portion of their sector. At the same time, Company K, minus
one platoon, was committed on the left of Company I with the
mission of extending the battalion line to the left and rear

and gaining contact with & Company, southwest of LONG3DCEEF.
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Fierce fighting ensued and the enemy was contained. (41)

Second Battalion was attacked in the viecinity of FOUHREN
by German Infantry supported by tamks. In the left sector. |
Companies F and & coordinated their defense and were resSponsible
for a large ntmber of enemy killed and wounded. In this action
twenty prisoners were captured. (42)

AntitanK‘Company organized positions east of DIEKIRCH
along the road runniag south from TAXDEL near R.J. £06. They
became engaged in a fire fight with an enemy force estimated
as two companies of infantry reinforced with three Tiger Tanks,
The 1st Battalion Commander participated in this fire fight in
which the superior enemy force was repulsed,

Company A failed to advance toward LONGSDCRF but they
were able to continue to organize their position and hold the
ground they occupied against repeated enemy attacks. (42)

During early afternoon the enemy ovefran the F aad;gﬁ
Company kitchens located in BASTENDCRP., About the same time
enemy artillery destroyed the D Company kitchen located in
DIEKIRCH. 4n order waa then issued by regiment that the kitcheﬁs
would revert to regimsntal control and were moved to the vieinity
of BTTELBRUCK. The majority cf the units of the.regiment had
been existing on K rations since breakfast on the 16th. (44)

Company C, in the vieinity of BRAKNDENBURG, reorganized,
dug in and camouflaged positiona that had been occupied rather
hastily duriag the hours of darkness,

A five man patroi was formed to maintain contact between
the road block orgaanized by the Engineer Platoon on the DIELIRCH-

FZIEDECF Rosd, and the company commaad pcst.

{41) Statement of Msjor H. M. Zemp, then Executive Cfficer Zrd
Battalion, 109th Infantry, 15 January 1950.

{42) &-7, p. 2

(42) Personal kuaowledge

(44) A~7, p. 4; personal kaowledge
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The patrbl wmade several trips throughout the day and éach time
reported the platoon engaged in & fire fight with a supericr
enemy force that they were able to contain., (45)

Early in the aftérnoon'an enemy force, astimated as a
full strength comnany, moved into the town of LANDSCHEID from
the north. They grbunded gquipment and began to crganize what
appeared to be a defensive position. Several of the group
started to dig shelters wken they were sﬁrprised by clcosely
coordinated morter and artiliery fire. The initial concen-
trationg landed in the center of the iargeat group. The
- screams z=nd cries voiced at that time could be.plainly heard
in the compaany position and the euemy scattered in all di-
rections., (46)

Enemy patrols operated aggressively along the BRANDENBURG
-BA3TENDCEEF and, cutting the wire lines and harassiag wire
crews as they moved along the road endeavoring to repair them,
Ag a result of this patrol actibn another road block was estab-
iished on the BRANDEIBUEG-BASTENDCEF Road, scutheast of BRANDEN-
BURG. (47) (See Map D)

The enewmy succeeded in infiltrating large gfoupa into the
regimental sector, particularily the rear areas. These groups
constantly harassed the positions of the Regimental Cannon Com-
pany and the supporting field artillery. (48)

Because of the numerous enemy patrol actions reported
thfoughout the'area, the battalion commandsr organized one
platoon from Company B with two tanks attached. He iastructed
them to maintain contact between DIEKIRCH and the road block
on the DIEKIRCH-FKIEDHCF Road, manned by the platoon of engi-

(45] CLerscomal Knowledge (47) Personal knowledge
(46) Peracnal knowledge (43) 4-7, p. 4
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neers, and cldse with, capture ¢r destroy asny enemy that in-
- filtrated aloné'tﬁia road., Shortly thereaffer it was reported
the pun positions of Battery A, 107th Field Artillery and
Battery €, 108th Field Artillery, located astride the DIEKIﬁcH-
FRIEDHCK Boad_in'the_vicinity of the lattér téwn, were threatened.
(Sée-Map D} :The battalien_commander of the 107th Field Artillery
Battalion aséumed command of this group and procseded to aid
the personnel at the gun positions. After aevereifighting in
- and about the battery positions the guns and equipment of those
units_wefe sucdesafuily evacuated. ZThe coordinated fires of
the howitzers accounted for a large number of enemy killed or
wounded. Forty-five prisoners of war were taken in this actiom. .
(45) _ . _ :
Between 1000 and 1600 radio econtact with Company E was
gained and they constantly requested gmmuﬁition, rations and
more concentrated artillery fire. company B, less one platoon,
with four tanks attachéd, was given the mission of supplying
ammunition and rations td”the'isolated Company E. DLate in the
afternoon they moved east from DIEKIRCH and them north toward
TANDEL. ?hey gaihed_cohtact'with a superior énemy force juat
ghort of the town'and'iailed to.advénce in the sccomplishment

. of their mission. (50) (See Map D)

THE THIRD DAY a : - .
- The énamy'continued heavy interdictory artillery fires
on all'positioné during the_night and patralled'extensively
through our lines into iear areas. However, our positions
remained substantially the same at dayhreak. (51)

‘Neither Companies A& nor B were able to advance as they

(49) A7, p; 4, A-4, p. 108; personal knowledge
{50) " A-7, ©p. 4; A-4, p. 108; personal knowledge
(61} 4-7, p. 4; A-4, p. 108; personal knowledge
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met ihereasédreﬂemy résistance;' The positions of Company &
were threatened'hy a renewed attack against their right flank
but somehow they manaéed.to repel this sffort. {52)_ Three
enemy tanks broke through the defenses of these twp units,
moved soﬁth to Road Junction 206 where'they were finally
stopped by bazooka fire_from'pe:sonnel of Antitank Compahy.'
{53) The enemy infiltration in the areas of fheae units made
movement almost impossible. Tankslwere used by Compa;yrﬁ, in
several inatances; to evécuéte woﬁnded and were able to refuel
and return te their peaitiona. (54) |

© COmpany continued to hold their poaitions in BBAHBEHBURG
in the face of repeated st;ong snemy attacks, The positions of
one platoon of-Company G were overruﬁ by é stroﬁg.Germanvforcé
early in the afternoon._;Tha membera of the plaioon not killed
or wouﬁde& were captured and disarmed. A8 they were marched
to the rear they managed to escape and wandered unarmed into
€ Company area in BEAHDENBUEG. Enough.weapons were left behind
by wounded and taken from Germsn Prisoners to rea:ﬁ the platocon.
After a hasty reorgénization they returned to their former po-
aition. (55) |

Elements of 3rd Battalion continued in close combat with
the eﬁemy. Ssconﬂ_ﬁattélion_Uuits, with the exseption of
Company ‘B, were able to hold their positions successfully., 4
patrol that advanced to POUHREN reported Compary E Gbmmgnd
i?ost was_destroyed by firé, their positions oﬁarrun and no_'
friendly t#oops in the immediate area. {56) | -

Cbmhat Command A, 9th Armored'Bivisiqn, the unit on the

right of the 109th Infantry, fell back %o new positions.

Fersonal knowledge-

(D&) Personal knowledge — (B5)
(56) A-7, p. 57 A~4;, p. 108

(563) A-7, p. 5
(64) A-8, 18 Dec 44
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Serious gaps existed in ﬁhe regimeﬁtal front bscause Compamy.
E and one platoon of Company K;ygre captured or missing. For
these reaSQﬁs an organizé@‘wiﬁhﬂraﬁal was planned to the high'
ground'ﬁorth and.northaést'oi DIEKIRCH. (57) ' (See Map D)

" Company A; 105:& Enginééi Battalion; prepared all biidgea
in the area for demolition as soon as ail troopa had cleared.
Advance parties were ordered to the rear to teconnoiter new
positions during daylight hoﬁr&.' Three routes were selected:
€ Company and the remainder of 2nd Battaiion through BRANDENBURG,
ard Battalioﬁ gouth of the DIEKIRCH-~-BETTENDORF Road and €Companies
A ahd.B.north of the same road. (58) | |

¢ Company was charged with the responsibility of holding
the approaches to BRANDENBURG until aﬁéh time as znd.Battalion
Units had broken gontaet and passed through that town. The
‘tenks were held in position until the foot elementa of c Com-
pany had cleéreﬁ by twenty minutes so that the noise of the
tanks wouid not disclose their routea or ahtivitigs. Although
the distance-to thé_newlj éeleéted defensive area waé only five
miles from BRANDENBURG over hilly.terrain approximately twenty
gtragglers fell out of the coldmn becauaé'of\utter exhaﬁation-
from the stress and.strain'af the past threa.days. A atragglér
_'detachment-was not provided by the battalion order but the
artillery fcrﬁard observer and the tank platoon leader sassisted
the stragglers te'cliﬁh'onto the tanks and moved them in that
manner to'the new pbsitiohs. Fortunately, enemy infautry and '
armor failed_to maintain coﬁtact during the withdraWai; hdwever,

enemy artillery fired heavy cqncentraticna on BETTENDORF.

{57) E-7, p. B5; &-5, p. 109
{58) Personal knowledge
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Fixst:Béttaliqnfunita did not éuffer any casualties during
the night and the withdrawal was succesafully executed before
0200 in the mafning._ (59) |

THE SECCND DEFENSIVE POSITICHN A

The battalion sector of the new defensive position ex-
tended generally east-wesi through the littlé town of FRIEDHOF
and was organized with cdmpanies A, C and B on line from lsit
to right;'respectively. (Ses Map D) All attachments reverted
to regimental control uwpon arrival in this area. (60)

although fhe position offered high ground to the elements
of the battalion, the 3ector-was wooded and ébSefvation was
gsomewhat limited., Foxholes and slit trenches were dug and
oceupied during the night, and the battalion ammunitioﬁ_and-
ploneer platoon constructed a mine field ag¢rosa the road extend-
ing north-gouth through the area. (61) | o

Promptly at dayhfeak, the battalion commander accompanied .
by the S-3 made a hasty visit to all froat 1ine positions, en-
couraging the men and at the same time suggesting ways and mesans
the positions could be better organized. The locatlona of the
~automatie weaponé wefe_cﬁanged and théir sectors of fire further
coordihated. The men were particularilyhcald,-tired an& hungry
and very anxious to build fi:es; Preventing this was an added
problem. Although contact with the enemy had been brcken'e#ery—
one realized it was just a matter of hours before the "Jerry"
would be in front:of our position. (62) ‘ ﬁ

Early in the afternocn attacks againét the 2nd anaaggg
Battalion positions'ﬁere repelled and the front lina‘elements'_

of 1at Battalion became engaged in several small arms fire

+ .

(59] Personal knowledge fﬁl) Personal krnowledge
(60) Personal knowledge - (68) - Personal knowledge
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Iights_with aggressive enemy ﬁﬁtrola. _The:graater,part of the
- day, however, was spent improving the positions'and-endeavoring'
to Eeep_warm. {6z} |

Later in_the'aiternoon fhe'battalion commander :eceived'
orders that another withdrawal was planhed fo bégin at 2000
that evening, 19 Décamber 1944. This order was a :esult‘of.the
new mission, "to profeet the left flank of CéA, Sph_Armored'Dii
vision®, assigngd-to the regiment. At tﬁe same time he received.
the information that contact with division headquarters had been
lost and Regimental Corbat Team 109 was attached to CCA, 9th
Armored Division, (64) | -

An advénce party was immediétely orgaﬁized to reconnoiter
the new position, southwest of ETTELBRUCK. They moved out
quickly 3o that the reconnaiséanoe could be completed before
darkness. (65) | o

.Lt. Col, Williama contacted the company commanders aad
plans were completed for fhe movcmeni aﬁd orgénizatién of‘the'
neﬁ position. Pirst Battulion was designated to foilowland |
. Battalioa in tﬁe fﬁllowing_order: Company A, Bbmpany B, Head-
quartérs, Company D'ahd Company C;' One-platoon,'cbmpany-c; wag
charged with'protecting the.withdrawal of the battalion and
rthat platoon followed the battalion thirty ﬁinutes later. The
engigeers mined and bééby trabped all-ﬁridgea in the area and
supporting artillery displaced and covered the withdrawal by
interdiotory fires. (46) |

The ba;taiion'moved ag far as ETTELBRUCK without incident,
éﬁﬁept-é‘few'casualties.rasulting from active enemy artillery

fire. The speed of the column slowed down considerably and

(63] Peraonal knowledge (65) Personal knowledge

64) 4A-1, p. 104; 7 (66) Personal knowledge
personal knowledge ‘ E
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investigation disclaed the entire population of ETTELBRUCK

had decided to evacuate at the Bamé time the Battalion had planned
their movement through the town and albng the same route. (67}

The resulting confusion was almost unbelievable. The

diviliaﬁs used every means of transportation puéaihle to carrj'
their personal effects, including beasfs of burden;,hieyclés,

baby carriages,'whéelbarrcws, wagons; carts, hauaehoid pets and
antomobiles. The civilians fortunate anongh-to be diiving aute—_'
mobiles insisted on keeping the headlighte burning. The lea&eré
of the battalion units endeavored to expreés themsélves a3 best
théy coﬁldrwithout succesé, that it was necessary to keep the
‘lights tuined off. Finélly,one of the officers decided the

only sdlution_to-the problem was . to Start breaking the illuminated
headlamps with é baycnet or other weapon. After treating s half
dozen automoblles in this manner the drivers of the other.vehiclea
were able to detefmine whaﬁlwaaAintenéaa and the column was once
agaln in darkness, The problemlof gstraggler cdntrol'became in-
creased at this point. Luckily, the battalion position was
| approximately two.thbusand yards southaa3£ of the town so that
civilians intermingled in the column for that.distanee only.

(68) _
| Enemy artillery; although active in the other battalion
8ectors during'thé cour3ae of the evéning, did not scors a &;rect'
hit on the 1st'Battaiion colﬁmn or the civilian'populétion after
they passed through BITELBKUCK. As soon ag the colum;.claared '
ETTELBRUCK suemy conéentrationa were frequént in the town itseif.
'Had these concentrations been fired fifteen minutes sarlier the

1st Battalion and eivilian casualties would have been severe.(69)

t67) Personal knowledgs ¥ {69) Personal knowledge
{68) Peraonal knowledge o -
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THE DEFENSE OF THE FINAL POSITION
As the battalion pfocaeded along the.road the units were

met by company and plgtoqn guidés and moved to their respective
defense afeas. The'positions weré'organized-as best)they posgi-
bly could be during the remaining hours -of darknéas; Companies
c'énd'waere.disﬁosed on tﬁe'MﬁB; Company A_oécupiad a reserve
location appraximately five hundred yards'iﬁ rear of the bounﬂary-
between front line units. (70) (See Hap=E)

7'-At'ﬂaylight Lt, Col, Williams vigited the companies, re-
quiriﬂg the unit cdmmandeis td-continue to dispose their trogps
and to resume the organization of the position. The fires of
automatic weapons were coordinated. Contact with zﬁd BSttaIion.'”
on the right was established and the defense of the battalion
consolidated. (71) | o N

- The troops had existed for the past four days'on the K
type ration eand, in most instances, had not been able to heat
water to.prepare.§ot éoffee;. Thogse blanket rolla thét were
moved from DIEKIRCE to ETTELBRUCK with fhe'kitchens had not
been brought up to the p031tion during the previous nlghts he—
cause of the fluid tactical situwation in the battalion area
‘and the gumer ous enemy patrols threatening supply routes agd
rear installationa._'The frequent moveé; fhe'changing aituétiapi
aﬁd the number of miles covered by”marching at night over par-
| ticularly rough terrain caused mahy of the men to almndon or
1033 théir overcéats, gloves and overshoes, All the men had
wet feet and some were developing the early stages of “treneh
foot". (72) ' |

Lt.'Col,.Williams encouraged the'men at every available -

-3 ~F
= O

Personal knowledge {72) Personal knowledge
Personal knowledge ' _
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~ opportunity and insisted that the other officers dd likewise,

‘Because of the tactical situation the huilding of fires could
not be permitted. The battalion supply officer was able to
obtain one axtré pair of socks for each man. The personnel
were then able tb drj and masaage their feet and put on dry
socka; however this failed to aid the situation to any great
extent as their shoes remained wet. At this point the men
were cold, weti, physically and mentally exhausted, and éome-.

| what discouraged (75}

Early the morning of the 20th of December anemy troop
movements were observed in and about the town of ETTELBRUGK.
The artillery forward observer with B Company was contacted
"and concentrations were fired. Prisoner of war interrcogation
later in the day disclbsed the'artillery fire at this time to
- be exceptionélly accuraﬁe,-inflicting numaioua casualties and
delaying the e;iemy_advame through ETTELBEUCK considerably.
(74) | | L _

~Bnemy patrols were-quité active and troop movements to
the south along the ALZETTE RIVER wefe reported. Our positions
remained substantially the same throughout the q;gh;.‘_(?S}"

On the morning of the 21st a German Officer wés-captured
by one of the front line squads of Gompahy C. . A map carried
by-this ofiicer showed the 352 Volksgrenadier Divigien pad béen
attacking against our Iegimentalrfront.' (76) Third Army G;2
reports had given thls unit a combat evaluatlon of "Good fight-
ing anit" composed of German Air Force and Haval personnel who,
after three and a half months of extenslve tralnlng and re-

organization, had become "Good assault Infantry troops”. (77)

i?B}' Personal knowledge a '(76) Peraonal kuowleage

(74) Peraonal knowledge (77) A-Z, G-2 Annex 28,

(76) Personal knowledge " p.  CXXV
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_ Tb accompllsh the mission oi protecting the leit flank
of CCA 9th Armored Pivision, 5rd Battalion unlts, sinee
yesterday, had been disposed in and abaut the ‘towna of GROS-
BOUS MERZIG and FEULEN, (78) ' .

- Late in the afternoon pressure against I Gompany, located
in MERZIG, increased to such a degree that they could not hold
their poasition 8o they were pulled back to the high groand west
of 1at Battalion. The 1eit flank of € COmpany wag adjusted to
tie in with this ﬁnit. (79)

7 Throughout the remainder of the &ay enemy patrol action
continuned and repeated motor movements were reported in front
of € Company's_position. ‘The enemy was harassed with artillery

fire in ETTELBBUGK and along the road leading south. (80)

4t 0200, the 22nd of December, C Company reported heavy
enemy'activity in front of théir positian'and fléres were fired
irequently by the enemy over our main line of resistance. At.
0500 gtrong enemy infiltrations were reported in ¢ Compaay sector.
At daylight it was discovered a penetration was successful in
tﬁrning the_right flénk of that.ﬁnit; (See Map. E) (al)

Lt, Col. ¥illiams personaliy led A Company, the battalion |
-reserve company, agaiﬁst the head of the penetraficn and was
successful in restoring the main line of resistance. Thia unit.
organized the gap and stopped further infiitraﬁion at this
point. It was discoﬁéfed'that seven front line riflemen of
CQmpaﬁy C were killed by hajonsts in their foxholes., (82)

Motor columns and foot troops moved acroﬁs the front of
our positioﬁ:throughout the remainder of the'morning'aﬁd ar-

~tillery and mortar concentrations continued to be fired with

e

178) . 7 - {80) Perasonal knowledge

A7,
(79) A-7, p. 7, {81) Personal knowledge
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e#er—inéreasing destructiveness. (83) _ _

- About 1000, the morning of the 22nd, the spirits of the
ﬁen of 1st Battalion picked up cbnsiderably as elements of thg‘
218th infantry, 80th Divisioﬁ;_plodded through the snow as théy
- passed. through the‘pbsitionsuand relieved the troops. Little
time was lost in éssembling units and moving about three
thousand yards in & southeasterly direction to a grouﬁ'of-
buildings in_BEBG,.LUXEMBCURG, iceluding the summer home of the
Duchess of Luxembourg. The persoanel immediately tobk stéps
to dry their clothing and eqﬁipmemt,rheét'cgffee and another .

K ration. The corridors-and rooms of the buildiﬁg-were without
‘heat but,.after speuding the paét six nights under cambaf eon}
ditions, that wés one night’s rest that will loﬁg hé'remembered.
(84) |

To sum up the results of this operation: Companies A and

B, 109th Infantry, while they faiied to gain contact with Com-~
pany E of'carry badly.needed supplies'to that unit, were able |
to contain and delay superior enemy forces for three days. com;
rany €, 109th infantry, was-éuccessful iﬁ siezing and holding
- BRANDENBURG, thuS'assisting.the cnd Battalion to:withﬁraw to thé
gdecond defengive pdsition. The'one §1atoon from Company B re- |
lieved the pressure.arcund the gun positions of Béttery A, 107th
Field Artillery and Baftery ¢, 1038th Field Aftilléiy,-enahling
them to avoid capture or annihilation. (85)

| The 1st Battalion, 109th Infantry, by thorough and stubborn
reéistance, assisted the 109th Infantfy Regiment to'OC§upy sue-

cessive delayicg positious, maintain contact with elements of

183) Personal knowledge = = (85) Personal Enowlsdge.
(84) Personal knowledge _ _
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" the 9th Armored Divisioca on their right and prevented the 352

R rre o

Volkagrenadier Division from gaining the cblective assigned to
them. (86) o |
. .-The regiment wés abie to slip to fhe aouth aeross the .
SURE RIVER, where tlhey, together wuith elemants‘oi the 9th_Armo;§d; :
Diﬁision and the 4th'Bivisioh, successfully formed a southérn_
hinge; on which a new line, facing north;'was eventually forméd.
(87) | N o o
Ls'aﬁ indication of the fighting in this sectof the ammu-.
nition expended by the elements of the régimeﬁt during the tirat
three days of thia éperation-included the following: '(1) 280, 000
rounds of smali arms, (2) 5,000 rounds of mortar, {3} 3,000 hand
grenades and (4) 200 rounds of bagooka. f88)
The total casualties in the 109th Infantry for the month
of, December were 1172, inciuding_43'officérs. 0f this total,
98 were killed, 212 wounded, 159 missiﬁg, 254 non-battle and 350
eaptufed; &85 prisonérs of war were caﬁtured during the same
' périod. Very little fighting occurred dﬁring the péfiods not
covered by this monograph. (89)
|  ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. ACTICHS WHILE IN RESERVE |
The lst Battalion.hadrbeén the reaerve battalibn of the
109th Regiment for several daya'prio:'to 16 December. Buring
that beriod repiacements wéré indoctrinated and the personnel -
were reequipped and given every opportunity for recreation aﬁd
refresher training. | |
ReSPQnsibilitiés of the reaerﬁe battalion ;nclude making

reconnaissance and preparing plans for probable missions,

p—

(867 &-I, p. 114 . (B8] &7, Dp. 9
(87) 4-1, p. 114 (89) 4-7, p. 9
- personal Knowledge
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Reconnaissancé was not made and p1ans wefe not in existence.

As a result, ldecisiona concerning the method of émployment
routes, missions and obgectives were hurried and not as aound

as they mlght have been. Four different mlssions were given to
alements of the battalion. The Battalion Executive Officer and
the Officers of ¢ Gompany were not familiar with the .routes to
BRANDENEBURG or the terralﬂ priocr to employment of the unit in
that area. This can be attrlbuted in a great extent to the
attitude édopted by everyone that we were opccupying a rest aresa
and more emphasis wvas piaced on-rehabilitatibn and reorganization
than making plans-ior'future employment in the event of a pene~ |
tration or hreékthrough. |

2.  COMMITMENT OF RESERVES

It is the writer's opinion that the reserves of the Regiment
were éommitted piecémeal.and without the coordination necessary
for them to accompllsh the misaion a331gned to them.

The initial report from Company E on the 16th of Deeember
indicated infiltrations arcund their right flank in the vicinity
of LONGSDORF. At the Same time Gompany F reported enemy units
. attempting to penetrate their position. A8 a result Company G,
the reserve company of 2nd Battalion, was ordered to the right
flank of Company F to reinforee that sector in the gap hetween

- Gompanies F and E.

At 1445 on the same day, contact with Company E was lost
' énd an enemy force estiﬁated'as cne battalion was attackihg in
their directién;‘_Latef in thefafternoon, companwlA, irom-the,
Reserve Battalion,lwaé ordered north to LONGSDORF to regaln and
maintain c¢ontaet with Company E.

About 1000 on the morning of the 17th, Company K, minus

one platoon, reserve company of Zrd Battalion, was committed on



the left of Gbmpany I. Theilr mission was tb extend the battalidn_
.liné to .the left and rear and gain contact with ﬁomﬁény A,

Late in the afternoon Company B, minus one platoon, another
company of fhe_Reaerve‘ﬁattaiion, was ordqred north towards
TANDEL to resﬁpply Cﬁmpany E. _ | |

.'During this two déy period four companies of tﬁe Begiment_l.
were_committea piecemeal without cohrdihatieﬂ at four difiefentAn
times in four different directions.toﬁard-the position of B
Gompany. 'Had théJattagks,of theae units been oooidinafed a

greater degree of success would have been achieved.

2. THE COUNTERATTACK

It ia my opinién thgt.the recanﬁaiaaénce of the zoné_o£
action of Company A& wés not édequate'and that available in-
formation of the enemy'was not taken inito consideration hefore -‘
that unit was committed. | o |

‘The report from Company E on the 16th of Deéember in-
dicated an enemy force estimated as bne battaliqh attacking:in
‘that direction. Later reports from Both A -and D Company Com-
manders indicated & superior foreerin front of the A Company
position.” The mission assigned to-Company A was too diffieunlt
for a unit of this size to accomplish. Granted, it was neceéasary
to delay and contain the enemy foree. Thisg might better have
been accomplished with less casualties by the reserve elgments
méking maximum use of the key terrain north and northeast of

DIEKIRCH and coordinating their defenses on & narrow front.

4. CONTRCL OF UNIT TRAINS

During the organizafion and occupation of the poaitign in
the early part of December, the unit trains were réleaaed.té
battalion contrel an& as a result'were moved forward to battalion

and, in some instances, company areas, On the'lﬁfh of Dscember
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the taetlcal 31tuatisn changed abrubtly and a penetration was
made in the regimental sector.-_an the afternoon of the 17th
the F and H Gompany kitchens, located in BASTENDOHE, were over-
run by enemy and,the'D Cpmpany kitchen, located in DIEKIRCH,

- was destroyed by artilléry fire. It was hot until after these
three ineidents had happened that the tralnl were atdered tc re-
vert to regimental control. It is the opinlon of the writer
that if the Supply officer had kept abresst of the tactical
51tuatlon and recommended the Kitchens revert to reglmental
'eontrol on the 16th these three kitchens might not have been

degtroyed.

5. TRAFFIC CCNTROL

- On 19'December-fhe eivilian population evacuéted.ETTEL-
BRUCK at. the Same timé the ﬁattalion column moved through'fhe
town. The confuéiﬁn could have been reduded, perhaps eliminated,
if prior consideratioﬁ and planning had been'given.this probleﬁ;
_by~staff dfficers at either the battalion or regimental level.

A:military government officer was-responsihlé for military

government in the regimental zone and a military police platoon
wag brganized in the Regimental Headquarter3 Company. If the
Military Government Cfficer had been familiar with the tactical
gituation and a mllltary pollce gsquad had been designated to
work ia conjunction with that officer, traiflc could have been
effectively controlled. . |
6. SUPPLY DISCIPLINE

Cn the 20th, 2lst, 22nd and 22rd of December'the number of
persohnel in the battalion without overcoats, gloves and overshoes’
indicated a failure in training to impress upcn the mi@ds of the

enlisted men the impaftance of not losing or abandoning items of



clothing'and gquibmeht. Dufing thésé four days the members of
the battalion weré particularly ecold, wet_and.miaerable_and the
men doing the,majority ot_tﬁe camplaining ﬁere‘withoﬁt one-of
these three items. | :

The frequent mpves, the.miles covered by marching. at
night over particularly rough terrain, and the fluid tactical
situation‘haﬁ a bearing on the number of shorfages; however the
‘majority of these shortéges were the'reéulj of carelessness.

7. LOCAL SECGURITY

Thé,penetrafidn in fhe ¢ Company sector on the morning éf
the 22nd of Décemhé;,;caupled with the fact that members of their
unit were killed by bayonets whilé still in tbheir foxholes, in-
dicated a lack of agcﬁiity on the part of'frﬁnt line elements
of this unit. BHad adaquate'stepélbeen taken to provide security
it is doubtful the enemy céuld have.completelyrsu:prised.thase
men in their foxholes. It is granted the,pefsénﬂel of the unit
were élmost campletély ekhaﬁsted; however, seeurity meagures

mugt be taken under any and all eircumstances.

8. SUPERVISION CF CRDERS

The éﬁperior manner in which the Battalicn'aommander,_sz
Col. H. R. Williams supervised the reorganization of the bat-

. talion on suceessive défensive.pgsiticnﬂ ia'ﬁoithylot favorable
“comment. | | N ) | ]

On.the morninge of December 19th and 20th Lﬁ. Col. W11l 1iame
realized the battalion.perSOnnel were almost_physically exhaﬁsteﬁ
after the withdrawals'oi the previous nigﬁta.__ﬂe managed to con-
serve sufficient energy himself fo bs able to visit front line
" units promptly at déylight, agsisting in the orgaﬁiZation ni the

defensive positions and encouraging the men at every avéilahle

&



opportunity. Consequeutly he insured the battalion was adequately
organized and alert in the event of enemy atiack.

9. CCNTACT WITH CPPOSING FORCES '

The night of Dgcember 19th the elements of lat Battalion

”iwere able to organize their initial withdrawal under cover of

darkness and move to new positions without excessive casualties
during the conduct of the operation, The new positions were
located by enemy patrols the following day. On the 19th, during

the hours o£ da:knesa,.1st Battalion wag again able to bresk

‘contact and move to new positiéné.

- Had the German force been more aggréssive and alert, con-
tact could have been maintained during the organization of the

withdrawals and movements to these new positions. Suhsequently'

_accurate artlllery fire could have been placed on our columns

and the results would have been devastating.-

LESSCNS

1. CDmmdnderu of reserve uaita ghounld continuvally make
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reconnaissance, keep abreast of the situation and prepcre plans
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for probable missions.

2. Plecemesl commltment of reaervea without coordlnatlon
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‘18 not praeticable and thuld be avolded.

Al o e 2k
3. Declsion ag to when to launch previoualy planned 10031

counterattacks essential to regain eritiodl terrain within the

F——

battle poaltion involves con81deration ag to whether the momentumn
mmmw .

of the enemy attack has been gpent to a &egree that the counter-
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attack has a'reaaanahle chance of sSuccess.

4, Supply officers of 1nfantry units must constantly keep
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abreast of the tactical situation and make timely recommendations
FERICAERY. s gt es u.,gp&ﬁﬂ"?!ﬂ‘*“m .

conaerning the control and location of unit trains.

B,  Staff afficers at all levela-must censider measures

ot i AR (- T ﬁ%-\!M:Wta{y\umm,
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necessary to regulate and control traffic and include such

| — J "

' measures as part of plans aﬁdtoperationél'

6. Supply discipline is a continuous problem and steps
. e L g L T L - b £ 5 o R L A IR 5

must be taken by leaders of all echelens to insure proper en~

forcement.

7. Cammanders of all'unité are responsible for adequate

. ot o s AR N
security of thelr resyectlve units ang. this cannot ke neglected
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at any tlme under any circumstances.

8. Gomplete and thorough auperv151on oi orders is one of
e N e AR et < S e 2 ! -

" the moat important steps of troop leadership.
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9. The upposing force must not be allowed to organize a

B i b i
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withdrawal under cover of darkness and under no elrcumstances
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permitted ‘to break cantact.



